[(CONFIDENTIAL.} (No. 10 of 18765.) 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR 


The Week ending the 6th March 1875. 


Tus Rungpore Dik Prakash of the 11th February makes the fol- 
lowing observations in an article on the ‘“‘ Encouragement of Sanskrit educa- 
tion” :—Sir Richard Temple is entitled to the gratitude of the subjects for 
his able minute on the extension of Sanskrit teaching in the schools. He 
should, however, proceed further to encourage the study of the language in the 
toles, which are at present in a very miserable condition for want of sufficient 
funds and public support. The present Lieutenant-Governor shares in the 
erroneous views of his predecessor, touching the employment of Sanskrit words 
in Bengalee. 

2. Adverting to two cruel murders, that have been lately perpetrated 
in Bauleah, the Hindu Ranjkda of the 24th February remarks, that though 
under the British Government justice is, as a rule, impartially administered, 
yet, owing to the faults of incompetent or interested officers, offenders some- 
times go unpunished, and encouragement is thus given to crime. 

3. We take the following, on the “ Village Chowkeedar,” from the 
Grdmbdarté Prakashike of the 24th February :—Owing to the oppressions of 
the police, men, in every respect competent, do not readily seek to be 
appointed as chowkeedars; and when appointed, soon resign their posts. 
Those of course that cannot give up their love of extortion, and those that 
are stout enough to bear without a murmur any amount of beating, like a 
thief or a robber, are alone able to retain their posts. But it is strange that 
these are subjected to less oppressive measures than others of their class: 
for they know how to extort money from the people on some pretence or 
other, and appease the anger of the demi-gods (the police authorities) during 
their village tours, by suitable offerings. The better sort, however, do not 
resort to such unlawful means, being content with their pay. The oppres- 
sions of the police officials and their exercise of unlawful authority have 
induced an extremely unsatisfactory condition of the system of rural watches. 
We draw the attention of the police authorities to the necessity of checking 
the oppressions of the outpost constables on the village chowkeedars. The 
duties of the latter, it may be added, can be satisfactorily discharged by the 
successful students of the primary schools. Government might do well to 
‘appoint them to the post; though, to induce them to accept it, the low title 
of chowkeedar will have, we believe, to be changed for one more respectful, 
and the salary slightly raised. 

4. The Amrita Bazar Patrika of the 25th February writes the fol- 
lowing, in a lengthy editorial, headed the ‘* Billin the Bengal Council for the 
recovery of advances made during the famine”:—Not only has Government, 
which has spent some six-and-a-half crore of rupees in suppressing the 
famine, become involved in debt, but private parties likewise. Possibly 
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there would not have been so much waste, had not the dire presence of the 
famine entirely frightened and confounded Sir Richard Temple. Govern- 
ment was blamed for its parsimoniousness during the Orissa famine; and now 
it is censured for pursuing a contrary policy during the late calamity. The 
native heart is, however, soft and grateful, and is willing to overlook a 
thousand faults, where it finds even a single virtue. It is for this that the 
people have not been displeased with Government, in spite of its extreme 
extravagance in connection with famine expenditure. "We indeed know well, 
that if, during the period of calamity, Sir Richard Temple had not betrayed 
so much partiality to men ‘of his own race; if he had entrusted natives with 
relief operations ; had not crowded the distressed localities with throngs of 
low Europeans from different parts of India, and had made the contracts 
with native mahajuns, and not, as was done, with a body of English 
indigo-planters, public funds, realized only by sucking cur life-blood, 
would not have been so extravagantly plundered. But our hearts over- 
flow with gratitude in spite of this, on account of the generosity of 
Government. We, of course, know that Government has fed us with our 
own money, yet we are thankful. We see that, owing to the famine, not 
a few zemindars have become involved in debt, and that the estates of some 
are about to be sold by public auction; still we are not dissatisfied. It is, 
however, to be regretted that Government cares but little for our satisfaction 
or dissatisfaction with its doings. If its measures be but approved of by the 
English portion of the community, no uneasiness is felt; while it is sorely 
troubled when condemned by them. This time, however, much uneasiness 
arises to Government, from the fact that a number of influential Englishmen 
are found to entertain grave doubts as to the severity and magnitude of the 
famine, and the propriety of the vast expenditure incurred in suppressing it. 
To recoup itself for this expenditure, recourse is had to various devices. 
The imposition of a new tax being considered inadvisable on the ground 
of its unpopularity, a Bill has been introduced into the Bengal Council 
to recover, by a summary process, the advances made to the ryots during the 


famine. It is proposed to empower the Collectors to realize the advances, 
on the grounds that most of these were made by the officers in question, and 


as such they possess full knowledge of the transactions; and moreover, a 
summary process under the Collector will do away with much inconvenience 
on the part of Government, and expense on that of the ryots, which would 
otherwise be incurred, if the claims were sought to be enforced by means of 
the Moonsit’s court. A little insight into the matter will, however, show that 
Government has a hidden motive at the bottom. The bonds executed by 
the ryots have not been registered; and as the value of such documents is 
but small, and decrees cannot easily be obtained on them in the civil courts, 
the Collectors have been vested with almost unlimited powers to recover the 
advances by a summary process. Government has created facilities for realiz- 
ing what is due to it ; why does it not then extend the same to other mahajuns, 
who may be greatly relieved of their expenses in this way ? And if Government 
is not prepared to extend this boon to them, it should not any longer talk of 
benefiting the ryots by the provisions of this Bill. It seems to be the com- 
mon impression, that a more extortionate class of men do not exist on 
the face of the earth than the native mahajuns; but the measures, that 
are about to be adopted by Government for the recovery of its 
advances, surpass in severity any that are usually resorted to by that body. 
The mahajuns make advances in grain when it sells at a high rate, and are 
also repaid, of course with interest, ia grain when the prices are easier. 
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Neither the ryots nor the mahajuns suffer in this way. Government, how- 
ever, intends pursuing a contrary course. Advances were made in grain, 
and repayment is now demanded in money; and that at atime when 
prices are low, and the ryots will have to sell their grain at a great dis- 
advantage to procure money. They would have been greatly penefited by 
Government consenting to realize the repayment in instalments. But 
Government is not willing to agree to this arrangement. True, the 
Collectors can, if they please, arrange to receive payment by instal- 
ments; but why were objections, it may be asked, raised to the proposal 
to insert asection in the Bill to this effect ? - In short, it will make little or 
no difference whether or not Collectors are empowered to consent, if they 
think proper, to such an arrangement. Since praise and promotion will 
depend a great deal on the speedy realization of the advances, the Collectors 
will doubtless labor hard to finish the work in one year. This was strikingly 
illustrated at the time of the income and the license taxes. The Divisional 
Commissioners urged on the Collectors the need of collecting the taxes, and 
at the same time of preventing oppressions. Hvery one knows what agi- 
tation was produced by the Collectors on the receipt of these instructions. 
We make no doubt that similar results will also follow this measure. 
Through mistakes and through ill-will much oppression will unavoidably be 
practised on the poor ryots ; and cases will not infrequently crop up in which 
persons will lose their property, for liabilities which they never incurred. 


5. (A correspondent of the same paper observes, that the reason why 
there has been no intimacy between the English and natives up to this time 
is to be found in the almost total exclusion of the latter from all Govern- 
ment services. The British Government, if it means to secure the affec- 
tions of its native subjects, should confer on them a large share of political 
power in the State; at least a number of Commissionerships and Magis- 
tracies should be given to them. They will never be satisfied until they 
have an Indian Parliament, in which they shall be chosen as members. ) 


6. The Education Gazette of the 26th February remarks, towards the 
conclusion of an editorial on the Naga raids, that Government should take 
some prompt and vigorous measures to check these savage tribes. It is 
not at all pleasant to hear almost every day of Government going to war 
with the Looshais, the Dufflas, and the Nagas. Something else than force 1s 


needed to prevent such tribes from making incursions into the British 
territories. 


7. (The Bhérat Sangskdrak of the 26th February, in an article on 
the expeiises of the Guicowar’s defence, regrets to observe that Government 
is betraying a most unseemly parsimoniousness in this matter. While com- 
paratively poorer persons, a8 the present Maharajah of Burdwan, when he 
sought to establish his claims to that estate by setting aside those of the 
fictitious Prétapchand, Ameer Khan, during the Wahabee trials, the 
Mahanta of Tarakeshwar, and the claimant in the Tichborne trial, have spent 
so much for their defence, Mulharao is indeed to be pitied if he is not allowed 
the sum required by his attornies to procure the means of defending his 
kingdom and character. We request Government to consider its doings 
with respect to Baroda with patience and deliberation. } | 


8. The Sdptéhik Samachar of the 27th February writes the. follow- 
ing observations (ironically) in an article headed ‘‘Mr. Pellew, the Magistrate 
of Hooghly” :—We have a request to make to the inhabitants of the Hooghly 
district. ‘They should hold a public meeting and present an address to their 
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worthy Magistrate, who is about to retire on furlough. It is beyond our power 


to enumerate here all his virtues. We will content ourselves with mentioning 
some of them only :— | 


® 


(1.) He loved the natives, especially the educated portion of them. I 
was he, who first discovered the great truth, that the educated 
natives do not prostrate themselves on the ground to salute 
Englishmen, and are thus extremely unmannerly. Sir George 
Campbell thanked him for this discovery. 


He was a friend to the poor and the helpless. The people found 
ample indications of his generosity during the famine, which, 
through his kindness, could not find admission into the 
Hooghly district. It was Lord Northbrook only who brought 
dire calamity into that place by ordering relief operations: 
for none, according to Mr. Pellew, was so poor in that 


district as to have required help from Government to save 
himself from starvation. 


He sympathized with the miseries of the subjects. The epidemic 
fever prevails in so many places of the district that numbers 
of families have been ruined by it; but Mr. Pellew, with his 
eyes dimmed with tears for their woe, has not been able to 
see its ghastly appearance. Mr. Pellew did not know the 
cause of the fearful mortality in the district, or the fact of its 
existence ; and because he had not this knowledge, he could 


not strongly urge on Government the need of adopting any 
measures for its suppression. 


He indeed knew full well that there were zemindars who harassed 
and oppressed their tenantry and instituted false suits ; but 
then he had keen sympathies with those of them that had to 
encounter difficulties in defending their interests in land, and 
itewas for this that he recommended Babus Jaykrishna 
Mukhopddhydyé of Utterpara and Rajkrishna Bandyopddhy4y4 


of Telinipara to Government as fit to be honored with the 
title of ** R4i Bahadur.” 


respected the Brahmins ; but then, from the fact of his being 
a foreigner and a follower of a different creed, he did not 
respect all Brahmins alike; and hence it is that a piece of land 
belonging to another Brahmin in Utterpara was cleverly 
bought and ultimately made over to Babu Jaykrishna. 


9. In another article the same paper makes the following comments 
on an order of Mr. Pellew, in reference to certain objections raised b 
two Commissioners of the Utterpara Municipality, as to the validity 
of the transfer, made by the Magistrate, of a piece of land to Babu 
Jaykrishna Mukhopddhydy4, wherein it is stated that he ‘* had power to convey 
the land without consulting the Commissioners.” Why does Government 
appoint, Commissioners, if they are not allowed any voice in such important 
matters? On what authority has Mr. Pellew transferred the possession of 


land to a private individual, when it was bought for a public purpose under 
Act XP 


10. (The Hindu Hitoishint of the 27th February is highly gratified to 
read the just remarks of the Lieutenant-Governor on the loyal tone of the 
native newspapers, and requests His Honor to circulate the Weekly Reports 
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-“<]1.- Phe same paper observes, in reference to the Bill for the realization 


of the famine loans by@ eummary , that it is. better to entrust the 


* , >” 


Collectors with the task of realizing the amounts due than the Munsifs. The 


the vernacular papers. The subject should receive his calm consideration. ) 


Hrspv Hrrorsmrsr, 


February 20th, 1876. 


former are far more experienced in such matters than raw and young Munsifs. 


Government should, however, consent to receive grain instead of money; as _ 
ademand for money: will subject the ryots to considerable inconvenience, 


owing to the low prices that rule at present. 


12. The Dacea Prakdsh of the 28th February has ‘an ‘editorial on 


the Tenantry Riots,” It is observed that the common impression 
regarding the oppressive character of the land-owning .-classes, however 
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true it might have been yeats.. ago, is extremely erroneous in the 


present time. The Yemindars are now, as a class, better educated than 
before, and love their tenantry. But. why then, it may be asked, are these 
riots so frequent ? The cause is to be found in their own arrogance, who, 
actuated by alove of “liberty,” which is subversive of the just rights and 


the interests:of the zemindars, attempt by forming combinations to defraud ~ 


them of their due. The conductof. the so-called social reformers; and the 
pisiation also, have been active in fostering this ill-feeling 
towards their landlords. — ri ei, ia 
13. The same papet regrets to note an invidious distinction that js 
generally made beteries: Waropeans and natives in the enjoyment of public 
benefits. (1). Thus, for instance, Government intends establishing free 
schools for the education of the children of poor Europeans and Hurasians 
domiciled in India, while no such institutions exist for the education of 
native children of the same position. (2). Again, though at last native 
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guards have been appointed Fa authorities of the Hast Indian Railway... 
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Company, still the salary allowed them is far smaller than what is 
generally given to Eufopean guatds, 
14. The Sahachar of the lst March directs the attention of ‘Govern- 
ment to the advisability of allowing the Guicowar sufficient funds for’ his 
defence. His solicitors should have been permitted to retain Mr. Woodroffe. 


While Amir Khan might spend a lakh-and-a-half for his defence, a sum of 


with such a grave crime. | ee, 
15. \ We extract the following passage from an article in the same paper 


five lakhs for the same purpose was not indeed too much for a Prince cnarged 


headed ‘Manchester and Lord Salisbury.” Since Lord Salisbury has thus - 


clearly expressed his willingness to the merchants of Manchester to abolish 


March ist,.1876. 


the duty on cotton goods, we are no longer warranted in looking upon him. 


as a friend to Indian interests. The Marquis holds estates in several 
arts of Manchester, and it is not to be wondered at that he should have 
i thus misled by the merchants: in fact, England is now governed by a 


number of merchants. Still we had thought that the Marquis would not 


have caused.the ruin of the newly-established cloth-mills of India. It is.to 
be deeply regretted that he has expressed views worthy only of a selfish 
and inexperienced merchant. __ | he ee aS 
16. The Sulabha Samachar of the 2nd March is gratified to find that 
Sir Richard Temple approves of the views of his predecessor in respect of mass. 
education. Steps should be taken to teach the elements of geography and 
other sciences, and among them of agriculture, and travelling — 
should be appointed to superintend the. working of the primary schools. 


BeneaLt TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, JOHN ROBINSON, . 
The 6th March 1875. — Government Bengali Translator. 
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List of Native Newspapers reesised and examined for ie Fiat ning ths 13 1 


6th March 1875. 
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No. = ‘Name. 
7 1|« Bhérat n.” “as «| Chinaaran ses inp 

2 |“ ungpore ”Prak inié, Rungpore ite 

8 | “ Hitasédhin{” .. | Barrisdl si aks 

4 |“Bishwa Dat” ... | Kéligh&t, Calcutta ee : 

5 | “ Hindu Ranjiké” ... | Bauleah, Réjshéhye _... 

6 | “ Grimbérté Prakéshikaé” ...| Comercolly _ ... gee 

7 |‘ Amrita Bazar Patriké”’ ... | Calcutta sin ied 

8 | “ Moorshedabéd Patrik§” ive fon ia on 

9 | “ Education Gazette’’ ies pee rt itil : 

10 « Badret Ranqubitak” ote 24-Pergunashs 

11 | “ Séptéhik Samfichér’” _... Calcutta ov ose 
13 | “ Hindu Hitoishini” .»- | Dacca ood ‘ue 

13 | “ Dacca. Prakfsh” | Ditto és see 

14 | “ Howrah Hitakarf”’ ... | Bethar, Howrah son dr 

16 | * Sahachar” vee | Calcutta sie oon OH é ch. ° 

16 | “Sulabha Saméchér” ...| Ditto | - .. | Ditto - “ase | 28rd a and 2nd March. 

17 |“Séptéhik Sambéd” " —.., | Bhowanipore, Calcutta ...| Ditto =. ... | th M 
18 | “Saméchér Chandriks”” .s+ | Calcutta nie des Bi-weekly ae] 2h Feoreary and Ist and 4th 
19 | “ Prabhét Samir” ws | Ditto - sch Dally oo Ga ee and Sad 
a0 — Pirnachandro-} Ditto av | Ditto : “| February to 5th March. 

ya.” : | 
21 | “Banga Vidyé Prakdshik&” | Ditto Sal | Ditto wl 25th ad 26th February and 1st 
22 | “Nédir-ul-Akhbér” (in Urdu)|Monghyr _... | Weekly a. | 2106 en 
23 | “Durbin” (is Persian) _ ,.. | Caloutta ‘i ...'| Ditto * ... | 86th Febreary and 5th March. . 
24 |“ Urdu Guide” (in Urda)...| Ditto sein -. | Ditto «on | Bath | Neha 
25 | “Jém-Jehén-numé (im Per-| Ditto ar ... | Ditto inf Sth March. 
sian). » 
26.  Behér Bandho” (im Hinds) | Patna ‘ii ‘wef Ditto ~~ ...] id ditto. 
$1, |" Chasbanet4-ilen” (6a Unde) | Die w+ we | Bismonthly <....} Ist ditto. 
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